Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

This month’s article is all about the necessity of inefficient evangelism. With the session discussing and engaging and, ultimately, approving the recommendations of the New Beginnings Task Force to “reignite mission,” I think it is important to reflect on what are appropriate expectations. 

Jesus commanded his followers to “go, make disciples of all nations.” The key realization is that progress is made individual-by-individual and family-by-family. 

Such personal and intimate evangelism seems counterintuitive. Our picture of evangelism looks different. In our generation, we see the televangelists with huge stadium crowds. Whether genuine or hucksters, our picture of “evangelism” is one person speaking broadly to large crowds. A generation ago, there was Billy Graham preaching the gospel, issuing an invitation, and then people streaming forward to “Just As I Am.” The first one was Peter’s preaching on Pentecost where 3,000 were baptized. That is our picture of evangelism; the one guy (not me) whom God uses to draw in the thousands.

That kind of evangelism is the exception; it is not the rule. The truth is the vast majority of Christians have come to know Jesus because of their relationship with others who know Jesus. Whether it is parents, siblings, or friends, most people come to know Jesus because of the relationship they have with someone else who is a Christian. They come to know Jesus because there is something about the person the other admires. They are open to the gospel because: 1) the other person knows them well enough, and, 2) cares about them sufficiently that an invitation to do something is not threatening. Whether the invitation is to coffee, to share a meal, to come to a Bible study, or come to a worship service, the invitation feels like an invitation and not a sales pitch. 

Spreading the gospel does not require us to be seminary professors. Spreading the gospel does not require us to be professional preachers or traveling missionaries. It requires us to be witnesses – people who share what we have seen, heard, and experienced – with those to whom God has sent us. We do that by doing the work of the priesthood of all believers: representing the people before God and representing God to the people. Be in worship lifting up those around you to God in prayer. Be in conversation with those around you and share what God has meant to you in your life.

One of the recommendations of the New Beginnings report was that there be a “how to” class for how to share the gospel with others.  People expressed a desire to have a step-by-step process. So, here it is – here is the step-by-step of how:

	Step One: Just do it.
	Step Two: Repeat Step One.

That’s it. That’s how. 

By the way, that is not a flip answer. It is the charge we need to hear most. The only thing stopping most people from sharing the gospel with others is their own fear. Just get over it. You have to want to share the gospel in order to be able to get over your fear of sharing the gospel. You have to want to see other people experience the joy you have received – and if you cannot remember the joy of receiving God’s grace of salvation through Jesus, then that’s a much bigger issue. However, if you have received the gospel; not sharing it is like the servant who buries the talent in the backyard: it is not at all pleasing to the master.

Just do it. 

There are some factors that might be helpful. These are not in any particular order, but are important:

1. Be yourself. 

Each person is unique. Do not wait until you fit within a mold of what you think a “Christian is supposed to be.” There are some common things: we are all sinners in need of a savior; and we only are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Beyond that, however, our lives are unique. Our testimonies are unique. Our experiences are unique to us. That unique-ness is a gift we have to give to others for the building up of the body of Christ. Share your failings as well as your success. The most crucial factor for people who are considering Christ is the authenticity of those who are sharing. 

2. Be a disciple yourself.

Following Jesus is an active life. The image is walking with Jesus. Even if we are not physically walking, there is a spiritual journey underway. Are you looking to grow? If you are comfortable in your spiritual life and if you are resistant to engaging farther because it may require more of you; well, you have stopped following Jesus. If you stop walking, you tire quickly when you are required to walk. It takes spiritual exercise to be a disciple. Are you praying? And, by praying, I mean, are you doing more than letting God know what you want? Then, there is Bible study. How often do you open Scripture? How often are you reading Scripture – beyond your favorite go-to verses? 

3. Be intentional.

Look for opportunities. “Prepare your minds for action. Discipline yourselves.” (1 Peter 1:13). If you are looking for opportunities to share, God will raise up the people and will raise up the situations where you can share. 

4. Be invested.

Invest in the other person. Do not take the sitcom approach – it is not up to you to save someone in 22 minutes. Being there over time – consistent with your presence, with your integrity, and with your heart – often makes a huge difference. 

Further, expect to encounter things – questions and issues – for which you have no answer. “I do not know, can we think about that together?” is an incredibly welcoming response to someone else’s question. Again, we cannot know the depths and riches and wisdom and knowledge of God. We share what we do know and walk together seeking to be faithful when we do not know.

5. Be inefficient

Let God be God. First, realize that God is not bound by our schedule. Second, check your own motivation. If your desire to notch a saved soul on your belt is your true agenda, you are not really invested in the other person. You should be praying about it at all times, for sure; however, sometimes, for the person about whom you have been praying, it is important to let a time together be all about getting together. Care about how they are doing – sometimes silliness and laughter and fellowship are sufficient. Do not be so singularly focused on your own agenda that you miss what God is doing or how God is working in the other person already. Jesus engaged people where they were physically, emotionally, and spiritually; pray that God does the work in God’s way and God’s time through you.

In short, consider God’s patience with each one of us as we struggle in our lives of discipleship. Our relationship with God is not efficient. There are times we are on mountaintops. There are times when we are in the dark night of the soul. There are times when it feels like we are just nowhere. God is with us through all of those times; use that as your example in investing in the people to whom God is sending you.

The point of all of this is to be intentional in “blessing families and children in the name of Jesus Christ. “ As we take up this charge, we will see God bear fruit through us. How will we reignite mission?

	Step One: Just do it.
	Step Two: Repeat Step One.

That’s it. That’s how. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Your brother in Christ,

Bob Davis 
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