Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

By the time you are reading this, several things will have taken place: Angie’s installation as Associate Pastor, Pentecost, the 221st General Assembly (2014) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), LIFE camp, Preschool graduation, Father’s Day, and HIM keynote brownbag lunches, and other things. That was a busy month of June. 

July may be a breather. May be. We shall see. 

The aftermath of any General Assembly is difficult to predict. When the General Assembly adjourns on June 21 (prior to the deadline for our July articles), there will be decisions about the definition of marriage; Middle East issues (Israel and Palestine – because, you know, they have been waiting to hear from us on how to resolve all their problems); declining membership; and, property matters. It is likely you may be reading headlines about the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

Yes, that is our denomination.

Even though I write this before the Assembly convenes, I know what will be my message after: there is nothing that the General Assembly has done or decided that has ultimate authority over who God has called this congregation to be. Nothing the General Assembly has done or decided diminishes our responsibility to pursue the ministry God has called us to undertake. Whether we celebrate or recoil from what the General Assembly acts to do, we continue on the mission to know Christ and make him known; we strive to bless families and children in the name of Jesus Christ. The news about this General Assembly will fade by the beginning of August (if not sooner) and the next General Assembly is two years off. We have too much to do – 1.) grow as disciples; and, 2) reach out in building the community God is raising up here – to be bothered by having anxiety about General Assemblies.  

That said, as we look at what is happening in the denomination, there are some lessons we can learn about our own situation. The reality is denominational structures are disappearing or changing so dramatically as to be unrecognized-able. That is not to say they will go away completely or quickly. It is to say the way congregations connect and what they do together is changing dramatically. 

Chula Vista Presbyterian Church is part of San Diego Presbytery, which is one of 172 presbyteries. One of the blessings of being in San Diego Presbytery is the fellowship we share with brothers and sisters in Christ committed to living and proclaiming the gospel here. For my almost-fifteen years in this presbytery, we have been working to adapt to a new understanding of what it means to be the church called to be Jesus’ witnesses to San Diego and Imperial counties.
 
A few years ago, San Diego Presbytery approved a vision of being a “missional presbytery.” Part of that vision was described this way:

 Our dream is that we will learn to become a mission agency together. As the early church laid hands on people and sent them out in mission (Acts 13:1-3), we hope to do the same. We live in a mission field and all of us are sent by God into it. God has a mission and God’s mission has a church. We hope to discern what God is doing in our world and join Christ in the mission He has already initiated. We hope to learn new skills for new forms of mission for this new millennium. We hope to launch new missional experiments to discover together how God’s Holy Spirit is leading us. We want to be a sent people who are shaped by God’s mission, energized by God’s mission, and defined by God’s mission. The reasons we will come together is to discern where and how to be in mission together. We hope to connect with other mission agencies in California, the United States, Mexico, and around the world, extending the Kingdom of God here on earth.

In many ways this foreshadows what is happening at Chula Vista Presbyterian with the New Beginnings effort we have undertaken. New Beginnings is more targeted for congregations that are stuck and fumbling to find a vision; however, it also is helpful when we consider how we might adapt and engage the calling God has brought clearly before us: blessing families and children in the name of Jesus Christ. 

The long and short of the approach taken by both San Diego Presbytery and the New Beginnings is this: evangelism, growth, and missions in the name of Jesus Christ must be pursued by relationships, not programs. There is no efficient way to do anything in the name of Jesus. There is only: relationships. Love the LORD your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength; and love your neighbor as yourself. As we obey the Great Commission, “Go, therefore, into all nations; baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; and teaching them to obey all that I have commanded,” we realize that Jesus also made this relational promise, “And I will be with you, even to the end of the age.”

Relationships. Relationships. Relationships. 

Love God. Love your neighbor as yourself in the name of Jesus Christ. We need to focus our attention and energy on the relationships that will be a blessing. Relationships are time consuming. The kinds of relationships we are pursuing are personally intensive because they require us to invest in each other – and not just the people we already know. The most significant lesson we have learned through Angie’s ministry is that people are hungry for spiritual connection – connection with a community of people with whom they grow, and a spiritual connection with God whom they long to know.

As we go forward – continuing to seek to be a blessing to families and children in the name of Jesus Christ in Chula Vista, the Southbay, and as far away as El Salvador – let us do so in the confident hope that we are doing what God has called us to do.

Your brother in Christ,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bob Davis
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