Spiritual  Leadership Goals

At the annual meeting at the end of January, you received a copy of the Spiritual Leadership Goals for 2013. The officers of the congregation have committed themselves to pursuing the following in order to “Know Christ and Make Him Known”:

· To be a blessing to children and families in the name of Jesus Christ;

· Receiving into membership a net gain of 25 new members in 2013; 

· To pray for and seek to have opportunities to disciple at least five adult baptisms and/or professions of faith;

· Work to balance the budget by raising revenue; not by cutting program, mission, or staff; and,

· To raise the profile of our witness within the community.

Last month, I wrote about receiving into membership a net gain of 25 new members in 2013. This month, I am going to focus on praying for and seeking to have opportunities to disciple at least five adult baptisms and/or professions of faith.

	Praying and Seeking Adult Professions of Faith and Baptism

Being a disciple of Jesus Christ is not passive. It is active. Following Jesus requires attention, intention, and action. 

Presbyterians struggle with the trinity of attention, intention, and action; particularly as it comes to going forth into the community to share the gospel. If Romans 8 is correct (goes the thinking in hyper Calvinist terms), and 

those [God] foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the first-born within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified”

then what difference does it make if we go out or not? Isn’t God responsible for all of this?

Good answers to those not-rhetorical questions go to show how God’s sovereignty and our attention, intention, and action are not in conflict.  A larger reading of Scripture – including the Great Command and Great Commission – show how God’s sovereignty is made clear in our obedience.

Remember the Great Command: You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength; and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. (Mark 12:29). Loving neighbor as ourselves means praying for them, interceding before God on their behalf, and sharing our testimony of God’s grace with them. Doing those things in no way impinges on God’s sovereignty. We do not have the power to will anyone to salvation, but God is capable of using our testimony as part of his larger plan.

Remember the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20): After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to the disciples and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” In Acts 1:8, Jesus said it this way, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Go. You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth. Those are commands, not suggestions or God’s wish list. Go. You will be his witness.

Being a witness does not diminish God’s sovereignty. It will be God who convicts hearts. We never know when we are going to be blessed by seeing the fruit of grace planted by someone else; nor do we know when we are going to be the one planting that seed of grace that will come to fruition somewhere down the line. Two things we do know:

· Isaiah 55:10-11 -- For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

· John 15:5-6 -- I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.

Praying and seeking adult professions of faith and baptism is how we love others as ourselves. We are not assuming God’s responsibilities by faithfully pursuing the ministries he has given us; rather, we are faithfully pursuing the ministries God has given us in order to have eyes to see the blessings of watching God fulfill his responsibilities. The I Am Andrew/Yo Soy Andres initiative is illustrative: Andrew was pointed to Jesus, experienced Jesus, then invited his brother Peter to come and see what he had found. 

Attention. Intention. Action. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Now, there is nothing magical about the number 5. It represents the commitment of our 12 elders and our 15 deacons to personally develop relationships with people not yet a part of this congregation. It is a commitment that cannot be realized by simply wishing God would bring people our way. It requires us to pray. It requires us to look. It requires us to go out.  

Going out is part of our mission. Just as many of you are part of Chula Vista Presbyterian because someone reached out to you, so we are to reach out to others. Just as “knowing Christ” is part of our mission, so “making Christ known” also is part of our mission. It is a way in which we bear fruit to the gospel we have heard and received, an act of obedience and joy for the hope that is found within us.

So, please be in prayer and be encouraged: let us go forth glorifying God and enjoying him forever. May God bless the witness we make by using us as instruments of his grace and by showing us the fruit of the ministry he has given us.
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