Spiritual  Leadership Goals

At the annual meeting at the end of January, you received a copy of the Spiritual Leadership Goals for 2013. The officers of the congregation have committed themselves to pursuing the following in order to “Know Christ and Make Him Known”:

· To be a blessing to children and families in the name of Jesus Christ;

· Receiving into membership a net gain of 25 new members in 2013; 

· To pray for and seek to have opportunities to disciple at least five adult baptisms and/or professions of faith;

· Work to balance the budget by raising revenue; not by cutting program, mission, or staff; and,

· To raise the profile of our witness within the community.

Last month, I wrote about being a blessing to children and families in the name of Jesus Christ. This month, I am going to focus on receiving into membership a net gain of 25 new members in 2013.

Why membership as a goal? 

Membership is a topic that seems to have changed from a positive to a negative. It raises connotations of the church being a closed club. To many people, joining or becoming a member feels more like tying themselves to an institutional structure – blech – than organic participation. In church circles these days, we hear about how we are post-denominational, post-institutional, post-a lot of things including membership.

If that is the perception, what does a church do? Well, we need to be up front about what membership is and is not. 

To be clear: membership does not provide any civic privilege. It does not give you access to better parking, it does not put you in a better tax bracket, it does not mean you get better prices at the movie theater. There are no benefits attached. 

So what is it? Membership is a personal investment in the life of this community of faith, it is the desire to be engaged with the mission of these brothers and sisters in Christ. There are only two requirements for membership in Chula Vista Presbyterian Church: baptism and a profession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Both of those are consistent with our mission to “know Christ and make Him known.”

Membership is important because it is how we understand our connection with each other. It is biblical. Membership – like worship – is much more about what we bring into the congregation as an offering of praise before God than it is about what we get from it. Look at how Paul describes the church in 1 Corinthians 12:

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. …  All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.  And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.  If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.  If all were a single member, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many members, yet one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”  On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,   and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect;  whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member,   that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another.  If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.  

That last line is so convicting. We belong to each other; we belong together in Christ. When anyone gives, we are all blessed. When anyone withholds, we all experience the loss. Membership in a church is about being obedient to God’s call to be mutually blessed and accountable to the brothers and sisters in Christ we have been given.

We are to offer our best – our gifts, our time, our talent, our prayers, our testimony, our fellowship, our commitment to mission, our desire to grow as disciples, as examples – into the life of the congregation to which God has called us to worship and serve. “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”

When we talk about Chula Vista Presbyterian, one of the recurring themes is how friendly are the people and how important is the fellowship. That is true; the problem is that it is not well known beyond our campus. We have been less successful in communicating that blessing out beyond our own circle. We have been more inert and unaware than deliberately secretive. 

Now, there is nothing magical about the number 25. It is a little less than 10% of our current membership. Yet it represents the commitment of our 12 elders and our 15 deacons to personally develop relationships with people not yet a part of this congregation. It is a commitment that cannot be realized by simply wishing God would bring people our way. It requires us to go out.  

Going out is part of our mission. Just as many of you are part of Chula Vista Presbyterian because someone reached out to you, so we are to reach out to others. Just as “knowing Christ” is part of our mission, so “making Christ known” also is part of our mission. It is a way in which we bear fruit to the gospel we have heard and received, an act of obedience and joy for the hope that is found within us.

[bookmark: _GoBack]So, please be in prayer and be encouraged: let us go forth glorifying God and enjoying him forever. May God bless the witness we make by using us as instruments of his grace and by showing us the fruit of the ministry he has given us.
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