Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

I am writing in the afterglow of Kaley and Travis’ wedding. What a blessing to be able to walk Kaley down the aisle, to see the love in her eyes for the man God gave her to marry, and to be able to walk them through the meaning of their vows! It was a great party. It was a joy to share some pictures with everyone. At random times through the days since, I still find myself remembering moments and smiling or chuckling to myself. 

Joy is like that; joy can surprise us in the ways it just bubbles over and out of us. In the days surrounding the big event – both before and after – I found that I could not wait to tell anyone who would listen about what was happening with us. It spilled out of me with friends, acquaintances, and people who just happened to encounter me along the way, “We have a wedding!” I occasionally felt silly, but then quickly reconciled to the realization that the joy was too good to hold all to myself. Joy is meant to be shared. Even if others cannot experience the fullness or the depth of the joy I feel, there is something contagious about joy which makes it seem to grow the more it is shared.

I will leave it to you to draw the application to the joy of our salvation.

Photobooth

One of the things that made the reception so fun was a photobooth. It was like one of those things you see at the fair or an amusement park: it is a large box with a curtain and it takes a series of pictures. The result is a film strip print with four goofy pictures. It was a lark.

It was fascinating to see people shed their usual inhibitions and character for a moment by putting on prop wigs and hats and glasses. They assumed completely different personalities just for fun. They would mug for the camera – faces they would never make if looking at a normal camera. Then, when they got the result, they would laugh and laugh and show others. 

It was fun to see people step out of character.  It struck me how carefully we create and manage our character and public personas. We work hard to convince people that we are the best version of ourselves – and we protect ourselves from trying anything that would pull back the curtain to reveal our real and vulnerable selves. Age and experience polish some of the rough edges, but age and experience also diminish our willingness to go outside what we already know. We have cultivated our comfort zone. No one went into the photobooth with the intention to live into the wigs and props on a permanent basis; we were willing to alter our persona to take photos and laugh. 

It is why real change is so difficult. We are willing to try things if there is little or no cost, or if everyone knows we are just playing around.  Real change requires the willingness to step out of our comfort zone. Real change requires us to have a willingness to be seen differently. It means being willing to step out of the booth and get in front of real cameras with a new look. It means being vulnerable to others who will judge the change. 

Thinking about change, it is probably important to mention the changes that have taken place around the campus recently. The renovated Fireside Room was completed by the time of the Mortgage Burning Party. Less obvious to the casual observer is the new roof on the Mission Building. We have been talking about how this new roof was needed. Thanks to a generous gift from Presbyterian Women, we were able to get the work completed prior to the fall rains; preventing the expansion of our unintentional skylights (holes) into full-scale open air rooms.

Those are some big changes in short order. They have been a long time in coming, but happened suddenly. One by one we are seeing God provide the means to tackle the deferred maintenance projects that have been stumbling blocks to our doing the work of ministry. The upshot is clear: God has been abundantly and consistently faithful to us; it is up to us to share that message with each other and with the community into which we have been sent.

Worldwide Communion

The first Sunday in October is Worldwide Communion Sunday. Just a reminder: we will have one morning service – at 9:15 a.m. in the air conditioned Family Life Center – so that as one congregation we can celebrate our unity in Christ.

Worldwide Communion Sunday is a time when we take a few moments to recall the outworking of the Great Commission in Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” It is amazing to look with eyes to see how God’s word is true.

Think about the geography that the gospel has traveled. It has reached every continent. It is proclaimed in most languages; those in which it does not already have people working to do the translations. God has driven his people – by call, oppression, and invitation – all over the earth with the good news of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

Think about the faith that we have received. God has provided for us by preserving and maintaining the Scriptural record of his self-revelation through the generations. The Church has managed to survive for almost two thousand years – through ups and downs, crises and scandals. How does the old hymn The Church’s One Foundation say it? 

Though with a scornful wonder, 
This world sees her oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, 
By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping; 
Their cry goes up: “How long?” 
And soon the night of victory 
Shall be the morn of song.

The gospel is a message we have received and it is a message we are to pass along. Worldwide Communion Sunday will be an opportunity to do so: we will have a number of new families in attendance as the Music and Drama Camp will be making its presentation. It is a chance to begin some new relationships, show some hospitality, and celebrate how God is doing powerful things in our midst. 

So, as we remember God’s faithfulness and marvel at how the gospel has come to us, let us be prepared “to make a defense to anyone who demands from us an accounting for the hope that is in us.”

Your brother in Christ,
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Bob Davis
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