Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“We intend to know Christ and make Him known.” 

Mission statements begin with a one line summary; the mission statement of Chula Vista Presbyterian is a good one. It speaks of discipleship and evangelism. 

It is important to occasionally remind ourselves of what we are doing as a congregation. Our mission study was approved in 2005 – a full year before I was called to serve as pastor at CVPC. It has been the guiding principle for many of the things that have happened since I arrived. 

Our sermon series have been designed to “know Christ.” I have mentioned this previously; however, I want you to know why I have designed the preaching topics as I have. I started at CVPC by preaching through Mark to introduce Jesus, to make sure you and I have the same foundation. Mark asks the question, “Who is this?” and answers, “This is the Christ, the Son of God.” Then, after Easter, 2007, I transitioned into a series on the Holy Spirit. Most of this series came out of the latter part of 1 Corinthians. Then, last summer, we went through the Old Testament prophetic book of Daniel. The point here was to focus on the sovereignty of God. Last fall, we took time to look at “What does it mean to be the church?” Now, in 2008, we are working through John. The point here is to see “Jesus and me.” It also has been a turning point towards “making Him known.” 

You also heard this call to “make Him known” from Clark Cowden, San Diego Presbytery’s Executive Presbyter. Clark used the illustration of the airport terminal to help us understand that the sanctuary is not the endpoint of our journey of discipleship. San Diego Presbytery has committed to being a “missional” presbytery, understanding that the people of the thirty plus congregations have been sent by God to proclaim Jesus in this area. 

Worship and fellowship as a congregation are important and indispensable; however, the Great Commission is to “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that I have commanded.” Each one of us is called to be a witness for Jesus wherever we are sent: work, social events, service projects, family time, shopping, coffee; wherever we are sent. We bear witness by what we do, how we treat others, and by what we say. “We intend to know Christ and make Him known.”

In June, we will be taking another major step along the way of “making Him known.” We are very excited to be hosting an “Adventures in Faith” weekend with Knox Fellowship. Please mark your calendars for June 6-8 and plan to spend the time being renewed in the joy of faith. Bob Pittman is a long-time friend of mine. He has been a driving force behind the ministry of Knox Fellowship, which has transformed lives literally around the world. He is dynamic, the ministry is engaging, and – plain and simple – it is going to be a great time. I am asking you to make every effort to come and be a part of this weekend together.

Later in June we will have living examples from our congregation of “making Him known.”  From June 20-28, I will be in San Jose as a minister commissioner from San Diego Presbytery to the 218th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Thus, I needed to make sure the pulpit was filled on June 22 and June 29. I am pleased to report we will have special guest preachers from within: Bob Birdsell will be preaching on June 22 and Jo Birdsell will be preaching on June 29.  He said; then she said – how awesome that will be!

It is a great time to be a part of the mission of Chula Vista Presbyterian Church. Together, we are experiencing the wonders of witnessing – seeing and telling – what God is doing in our midst. I am grateful for the blessing and opportunity to share these times with you.

Your brother in Christ,

Bob Davis, Pastor

